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Dear Kck, 
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Son c: years ago an iaGur?j5Cc-a^nt frlGCd to wham I was boact±B£ about agr long 
accidont-freu record as ho rtnevod cy policy told no ’’that riakb** you a bad r^sfc*" 

Ho vas playing the od<ta, as they do* 



1 suppose the .general pidjsciple has wide application. Svstt to judj^wacnt* 

it in, in fact, the one elenont in *:h&t I do that can give u& concern* i have 
made no isurican triers aavc vitn people* **ot -ji iy »or£* ho* longV 

But I fly into tfca free of it in adareecing -y ova judgocont* iict in the 
expectation tliat it will racks ary difference* fcerc I not so tired tonight I’d 
probably be doing orothinj olse, something in which th* fatigue, not all of which 
is physical, would not bo a factor* 

Today I ban to go to .<V;lxL;gtua to uo neat work in paxpuration for tho cU mrdf i r 
call nert Tuna lay on th- suit against tlic I’ll of which I told you* lou'll rtoall ^/iour 
chuckle whoa 1 told you t.*sy f d «old the court 1 know noro about tin. a subject tnon 
anyone in the ini. Today I proved it with their papers un- nade another ca^o of 
perjury against tiiam about which a. nin nothing wiL*. now happen* 

Ac I started tc return I caught the 3 p*a* CB3 nsvfr* The lead it as. wa* Senator 
^ hirw Bh | n stat^aant that the con itteo iiay call hixoa in ito investigation of aos&o- 
nianationn* (This is a diversion tint takec. r^Altagf. and taken t!v^. free, tbuir 
appointed task, which would do the country nore good if they heeded that.) 

I know exactly vhat h* woo talking a^out without skiing the details in the 
paper's, which I won’t see until rooming* It in sy work and I can make & guoar on 
which I’d Lot how ho got it: froiu or*» I iiwfceu, a nnr» not uaicnovm to you* It goes 
back to Kixon' s vico-presUenoy and I f d lot this r^a n have it in confidence because 
1 would lw writing aoout it* 

What I don't recall ic whether it was in what I sent Peter Shepherd* I do know 
that 1 had all of it worked cut befor- thu last I heard frou bin* It was before 
coAl weather in 1 972* Before there was e Watergate coardttee* 

Whim I lsii that bock aside and started writing The Uniapcachscst of Richard 
Nixon, tho draft of which woo completed last September, it was one of ths early 
chapters* With a full story, sc full that if the cosuit tec docs -bat I didn't, l f m 
confident that tiu.s long ago I did the basics of what they 1 !! do and what they will 
not* Despite their authority and nanpowar and their begin. din; with ry work* 



All I could think of when I heard that newscast is wliat would happen to a book 
with th* whole story in it when it occooea the subject cf a Senate invest!^ lion and 
cither cause £ that investigation or is ah^ad of it* 

That refaindj'i ice of Shepherd's disbelief in two unready roggft chapter drafts 
I sont hint hot froa tne machine. They grow into the Hughes scandal with the CIA. 

After that 1 corriod it -.ucl farther, into what boa no* yat appeared* In fact, almost 
all of that book remiss f^eeh and with editing woulc hev© a good chance of eucc?s3* 
But sy life ib such 1 have no idea wiion 1 can roao. it for tha first time anti start 
cutting and editing* 

At the very begin dag when i spoke to you about a Watergate book you said ^antaa 
had signed Mol enhoff nni that would Croat: tho wicket* Well, they cancelled out azki. 
as I told you Clark did not deliver the book* he couldn’t do a book he'd want his 
name or*, not cv.:a with his Hixaa White House expurloncss* 

And desJAte its significance, to date no substantial, worthwhile Watergate bock 
has appeared* 
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Hftta even a good rahaeh. And on such a subject! 

to ne *>«*» la a oocr century on publishing! con smr c i ally and as it serves 
public Interests. 

People di tend to shun and fear what Is Str a n gs to than* And publishers aore 
than moat stick to pat f ozaolna of the past* 

this, applied to all of the madia* and fear* aore than any other single factor* 

I believe? account for the canditsBi of the country today. And for what lies nbaadi 

1 oan't noa return to that Watergate book* The Index of Poet Hartam. on oards* 
baa been on ny doak for several days. 1*11 hove it edited by the and of the nook* 
my wife Kill type it* ZAL1 hare an Idea of the epaoe far an aptandlx* and as best 
and as fast as I oan 1*11 get it r«ady to gtetnt* Adding the appendix to tbs Index 
■ill be no great chore. 

Somehow I'll bring it out* X halve an appointment with the representative of 
a printer tom o rrow* 

X know what it oaa naan and oan do and If I oan make ar rangame n ta I'll taka 
the chanoee* 

While t'A pretty much made up n y dud that If X'n ready and none of the current 
interests cone to anything I'd go ahead* tnat broadcast* one of so many* really was 
decisive for me* 

X don't realty think that even without oonerciel distribution I'll lose* 

Without a single ad* a single personal appearance or a single revise (X east no review 
copies) I've paid off all the debt on the last book and the copies out are s ell i n g 
others* X haven't done any promotions on it In qulte^oome tine* 

Two paragraphs up X got a cell* I'm having dinner tomorrow night with the man 
whose real name la used In the McDonald book — the one real name. *e knows KoDocald 
wall* McDonald told him the book la favorable to bis old friend "Sherman," 

If Baany still has «y interest* ha baa eompetlttak new and will have aore* 

A ajar publisher is considering real craay a tuff because it baa the name of a 
philiaophy profe a sor on It and something called "Third fearld" la hooked with and 
by now has printed what the Bookef oiler Cpmalaalon has ruined. She one ohanoo that 
has to escape total ruin* having been printed, la disbelief in anything official* 

Only trash has any ohanoo today* ocmmerelally* in the fields of ay work and 
1 guess Ifd boat forget all other possibilities* 

If there is anything to report following tomorrow's dinner* I'll bat you know* 

Best* 



